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Advice Saves 2026 - How to engage your local MP, MSP, MS
AdviceUK wants to showcase the impact of advice services during the AdviceSaves 2026 campaign and harness the influence of elected representatives to help tell the story of why advice matters.
This year's campaign theme is: The Life-changing Impact of Advice
Throughout Advice Week 2026, we'll be highlighting how advice empowers people, changes lives, strengthens communities and supports public services. We'll also be making the case that advice services are an essential local service and should be recognised, valued and supported as such. We’ll bring into focus the need for sustainable ring-fenced funding and to call for a National Advice Workforce Strategy. 
Inviting your local MP, MSP, MS or other elected representative to visit your organisation is a valuable opportunity to:
· Showcase the work you do in your community
· Demonstrate the impact of advice services
· Highlight the challenges your organisation and clients face
· Build relationships with decision-makers
· Strengthen the case for greater investment and support for advice services

Whether you invite them to observe your advice service, attend an event, participate in a round-table discussion or meet staff and service users, these visits can help bring the reality of advice provision to life. 
You'll find helpful guidance and a template invitation below. Please note that the AdviceUK team can help you organise a visit from an elected representative. Please contact influencing@adviceuk.org.uk for more information.
Thank you for helping us champion the advice sector and influence decision-makers to create a stronger policy and funding environment for advice services.

Step 1: Find Your Elected Representatives
You can find your local representatives using the following resources:
MPs
www.members.parliament.uk/FindYourMP
MSPs
www.parliament.scot/msps
Members of the Senedd (MSs)
www.senedd.wales/find-a-member-of-the-senedd
You may also wish to invite:
· Local councillors
· Combined Authority Mayors
· Police and Crime Commissioners
· Council leaders
· Health and wellbeing board representatives
· Other influential local stakeholders

Step 2: Invite Them to Visit
Template Invitation Email
Subject: Invitation to visit [Organisation Name]
Dear [Title/formal salutation and full name] MP,
I am writing on behalf of [Organisation Name], an AdviceUK member organisation serving people across [MP’s constituency]. AdviceUK is a membership organisation, supporting the UK’s largest network of independent advice services to improve the lives of people in need of advice.
As part of Advice Saves 2026, AdviceUK's annual campaign, we are highlighting the theme "The Life-changing Impact of Advice" and showcasing the essential role advice services play in supporting individuals and their local communities.
Every day, our team helps people navigate complex challenges relating to [insert relevant areas such as debt, welfare benefits, housing, employment, immigration or health and wellbeing]. Last year alone, we supported [insert statistic or impact measure].
Advice services help people resolve problems, access their rights and avoid crisis. We believe advice is an essential local service that strengthens communities and supports wider public services.
We would like to invite you to visit [Organisation Name] to see first-hand the impact advice services have in our community.
This could include:
· Meeting advisers, volunteers and staff
· Speaking with service users (where appropriate)
· Observing our service in action
· Attending a round-table discussion with local partners
· Participating in a community event
· Discussing the challenges and opportunities facing advice services
[Insert details of the activity or event you are inviting them to attend and the address.]
We would be delighted to arrange a mutually convenient date and time and would welcome the opportunity to discuss how advice services help people across your constituency.
We look forward to hearing from you.
Kind regards,
[Name]
[Role]
[Organisation Name]
[Contact Details]

Step 3: Prepare for the Visit
The Policy, Programmes and Media team are keen to help members showcase the impact of advice services and strengthen relationships with local and national decisionmakers. If you would like support planning a visit from your MP, MSP, MS or other elected representative, Willem van de Ven and the AdviceUK Policy, Programmes and Media team can help. 

To make the most of the opportunity:
Showcase Your Impact
Make sure your visitor has the opportunity to understand:
· The people you support
· The challenges clients are facing
· The services you provide
· The outcomes you achieve
· The importance of advice services within your community
Share Real Stories
Where appropriate and with consent:
· Introduce service users who can share their experiences
· Share case studies
· Demonstrate how advice has changed lives
Be Clear About Your Key Messages
Explain:
· Why advice services are essential
· The impact your organisation delivers
· The challenges affecting your service
· What support or policy changes would help
Prepare Your Evidence
Have ready:
· Impact reports
· Statistics and outcomes
· Local demand data
· Client feedback
· Information from the Advice Saves campaign
Plan Ahead
· Agree an agenda in advance
· Clarify roles and responsibilities
· Organise photography opportunities
· Discuss social media activity beforehand
· Allow time for informal conversations and questions
Build Ongoing Relationships
Consider asking your MP, MSP or MS:
· To visit regularly
· To subscribe to your newsletter
· To attend future events
· To champion advice services locally

Step 4: Amplify the Visit
Once the visit has taken place:
Engage Local Media
· Issue a press release
· Share photos and key messages
· Offer interviews where appropriate
· Highlight local impact and outcomes
Promote Through Your Channels
Share content on:
· Social media
· Your website
· Newsletters
· Partner networks
When posting, please use:
#AdviceSaves
Share with AdviceUK
We'd love to hear about your visit and help amplify your success.
Please send:
· Photographs
· Press coverage
· Social media posts
· News stories
· Feedback from attendees
to: Willem van de Ven
Policy & Public Affairs Officer
advicesaves@adviceuk.org.uk
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