City law firms and Ministry of Justice to aid specialist legal advice agencies
Legal Aid Minister Willy Bach today launched a new initiative to strengthen the voluntary legal advice sector piloting new ways of working at South West London Law Centre, the largest law centre in the UK. 

Tools, templates and research findings from the pilot will be made available to all voluntary legal advice agencies and their funders to roll out changes throughout the sector. The pilot has been developed by the City Law firms and independent charities working together with the Ministry of Justice and independent charities. The firms and charities had already been meeting with the Ministry of Justice to discuss the long term viability of specialist legal advice agencies under Government funding when South West London Law Centre sought insolvency advice. Top City law firm Allen & Overy and the Baring Trust led a working party to develop a practical solution with the Ministry and that has led to this action plan. 

Law firms have pledged over £80,000 to the pilot project and now the Government have pledged £235,000. The independent charities will help with funding the research and roll out. 

Richard Dyton, Chair of the London Legal Support Trust, paid tribute to the firms who are supporting this project saying:” In addition to the funds that the firms have pledged, Allen & Overy have provided a fantastic pro bono service assisting in the negotiations over funding and in development of the business plans. Overall this represents another major investment for the firms in to the advice agencies and reinforces the long standing commitment that the firms provide to the voluntary legal sector". 

Law firms funding the project are: Allen & Overy, Berwin Leighton Paisner, Clifford Chance, Clyde & Co, CMS Cameron McKenna, Denton Wilde Sapte, Herbert Smith, Holman Fenwick Willan, Lovells 

Simmons & Simmons, Weil and Gotshal & Manges. 

For further information contact: Bob Nightingale, London Legal Support Trust on tel: 0751 5647800 or the Ministry of Justice Press Office on tel: 020 3334 3513.

